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and Tolstoy's The Kingdom of God is within Tou gave it a
permanent form. Later he was also influenced by Ruskin,
Thoreau and the passive resistance movement in England.
Gandhiji calls Jesus the Prince of satyagrahis and says that he
would not hesitate to call himself a Christian if he had to face
only the Sermon on the Mount and his own interpretation of
it.69 The Sermon is according to Gandhiji, "the whole of
Christianity to him who wanted to live a Christian life". He saw
no difference between the Sermon and the Gita. "What the
Sermon describes in a graphic manner the Bhagavadgita redu-
ces to a scientific formula. . . .Today supposing I was deprived
of the Gita and forgot all its contents, but had a copy of the
Sermon, I should derive the same joy from it as I do from the
Gita." According to him "Christianity's particular contribution is
that of active love. No other religion says so firmly that God is love
and the New Testament is full of the word. Christians, however,
as a whole have denied the principle with their wars."70
No doubt certain incidents and sayings of Jesus as recorded
in the Gospels do not look like strict non-violence. The instances
are the use of a whip to expel the money-changers from the
temple (John, II, 15), the destruction of the Gadarene swine
(Luke, VIII, 26-34), the injunction to buy a sword (Luke, XXII,
36), the parable of a strong man armed (Luke, XI, 21), and his
saying, "It were better for him that a mill-stone were hanged
about his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea"
(Matthew, XVIII, 6).
But his utterances may have suffered in the process of
editing by his disciples, and as against these isolated, ambi-
guous, pro-violence extracts, we have numerous instances where
the Prince of Peace condemned the use of physical force and
preached the law of love or non-resistance. Besides, much more
important than what Jesus said is what he did by his life and
death. His life is the story of intense suffering for the love of
humanity. From the beginning of his ministry, when he reject-
ed worldly power and refused to do homage to Satan, to the
betrayal, the trial and the supreme redemptive act, the cruci-
fixion,, "the grand consummation of his career", the Christ bore
69 G. F. Andrews,  Mahatma Gandhi's Ideas, p. 93.
70  T. L, Dec. 31, 1931, p. 429; Dec. 22, 1927, p. 425; and Barr, cited
above, p. 119.